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ardour with which the newspapers enter into the
contest is all the greater when the occasion arises.

This was the only reason which led James Fazy, of
Geneva, to oppose the introduction of the federal
referendum in 1891. "You are only making a laugh-
ing-stock of the people," he said, u when you make
them vote and at the same time withhold from them
the means of doing so intelligently. How can the
Swiss people, who never obtain any accurate account
of the debates of their federal representatives through
the scanty reports of the press, be expected to vote
reasonably when whole codes are presented to them ?
Is it fair to give the people the right of voting on
the laws without giving them the opportunity of
reading the debates upon those laws ? I would not
deny the right of the people to vote on the laws
which their representatives prepare, but what I do
ask is that the process should not be a mere farce/'l

The plan on which the referendum is now organised
is not calculated to assist the majority of the electors
in forming a judicious and discriminating opinion on
a law that is at all complicated. Most men vote from
prejudice rather than conviction, or according to the
word of command "accept" or "reject" given by the
party leaders, or according to the advice of men in
whom they have confidence. As for the independent
and conscientious electors who have no time to study
the law, they refrain as a rule from voting.

VI. The voting takes place on the same day
throughout the whole of the Swiss Confederation.

1 J. Fazy, De la revision de la Constitution fdd^raU, Geneva, 1871,
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